
CML patients in North Macedonia face delayed diagnoses and stigma. Lack of awareness among
healthcare professionals and misconceptions about the disease contribute to these challenges.   
 HEMA-ONKO works to improve awareness, promote early diagnosis, and advocate for systemic change.
   Aims:

 Raise awareness of CML and promote early diagnosis.
 Address stigma and encourage patients to seek help earlier.
 Advocate for increased funding for CML treatments in the Cancer Plan 2025.Target Audience:

 Healthcare professionals
 Policymakers
 CML patians and caregivers

Key Activities:
 Workshops for Healthcare Professionals: Training GPs
and medical students to recognize early symptoms and
reduce stigma.

1.

 Public Awareness Campaign: Digital and social media
campaign for World CML Day to raise awareness about
early detection.

2.

 In-Person Event: A World CML Day event featuring
medical experts, patients, and consultations at
Macedonia Square and  educational forum jointly with
Pepo Levi from CML Macedonia.

3.

 Advocacy: Persistent lobbying and a TV debate with the
Ministry of Health and Health Insurance Fund to drive
policy change.

4.

 End-of-Year Special Event: A fashion parade to
recognize and reward bload cancer and cancer patients
and members for their support and to raise awareness.

5.

Key Outcomes:
 Government Engagement: On World Cancer
Day, the government presented the HEMA-
ONKO Cancer Plan for 2025, including increased
funding for hematology services inclusive of CML
 Increased Awareness: Workshops and
campaigns improved early recognition of CML
symptoms among healthcare professionals and
the public.
 Stronger Collaboration: HEMA-ONKO’s
involvement in the Hematology Clinic’s Quality
of Life Committee and the Treatment
Procurement Committee ensures patient needs
are considered in healthcare decisions.
As a follow-up to our participation in last year’s
CML Horizons, we’re proud to share that our
hematology clinic is now successfully managing
patients on Treatment-Free Remission (TFR).
This marks an exciting step forward in our
commitment to innovative, patient-centered
care.

Persistent advocacy, increased public awareness, and
strong collaboration with healthcare providers and
government institutions have led to meaningful policy
advancements.
 To ensure sustainable progress in CML care including
broader access to TFR and consistent patient
monitoring  continued education and active
engagement with government stakeholders remain
essential.
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